
Multilingual and Multimodal 
LLMs for Everyday Knowledge

📅 When: Nov 06, 2025
⏰ Time: 16:30 – 18:00

📍 Location: Room A209, Suzhou International Expo Centre 
(SuzhouExpo)

Birds of a Feather 
Session



Why Cultural Inclusivity is Vital in 
Llms?It ensures that LLMs serve diverse communities 
equitably, empowering people to interact with 
technology in their own languages and cultural 
contexts.



QATAR COMPUTING RESEARCH INSTITUTE

The LLM should reflect Arab culture for:
▪ Social practices
▪ Political issues
▪ Habits & manners
▪ Food
▪ Landmarks
▪ Names
▪ etc.

Cultural Appropriateness



1st Iteration of BoF @EMNLP 2024



1st Iteration of BoF @EMNLP 2024



2nd Iteration of BoF @COLING 2025



2nd Iteration of BoF @COLING 2025



Events

https://nativqa.gitlab.io/events/



Birds of a Feather 
Session

BoF: "Multilingual and Multimodal LLMs for Everyday Knowledge"
Date: 06 Nov 2025

Time: 16:30 - 18:00
Room: A209

Time Title Speaker/Presenter Mode
16:30- 16:40 Opening Firoj Alam, Qatar Computing 

Research Institute
In-person

16:40–17:00 A Multilingual and Multimodal Framework for 
Culturally Grounded Spoken Visual QA

Shammur Absar Chowdhury, 
Qatar Computing Research 
Institute

In-person

17:00–17:20 Grounding Multilingual Multimodal LLMs With 
Cultural Knowledge

Jean de Dieu Nyandwi, 
Carnegie Mellon University

In-person

17:20–17:40 Pearl: A Multimodal Culturally-Aware Arabic 
Instruction Dataset

Muhammad Abdul-Mageed, 
University of British Columbia

In-person

17:40–17:55 Open Discussion

17:55–18:00 Closing
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Summary and Wrap-Up

Slack channel


